
Day One - Psalm 8

 “O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory
above the heavens. Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because
of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than
God, and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under their feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of
the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”

 Have you ever been noticed or appreciated by someone you deeply admired? 

Maybe it was from your childhood, an older kid acknowledging your skill in sports or music.
Maybe it was later in life when a mentor or supervisor saw your dedication and hard work and
gave you the proper recognition. This always feels really good, to be seen as skilled or valuable.
During my time in Seminary, I had the opportunity to work for two incredible Pastors, each of
whom were great leaders, faithful servants, and dynamic preachers. As a student, I was given the
opportunity to preach to a large congregation, but I was more nervous to preach in front of
these two mentors than I was to the hundreds gathered for worship. I wanted them to think I did
a good job of teaching scripture and allowing God to use my voice. I wanted them to think I was
good at my delivery, I wanted them to see the hard work I had put into preparation, and I
wanted them to reassure me that God was indeed calling me into ministry. I’ll admit as I look
back on that sermon, I was putting a whole lot more pressure on myself and them than I should
have. I don’t really remember the sermon. It couldn’t have been great, but little is much when
God is in it, and God was certainly in the response of my mentors. Their feedback was
meaningful and honest. They shared my growing edges and celebrated the small victories. Most
importantly though, they had paid attention and were a part of the process of God honing my
calling. Being noticed by those you admire matters deeply. 



Psalm 8 points me to the importance of this both from God to us and us to God. We begin with a Psalm
by King David, prolific in his Psalm writing, who offers up the idea that why would God care about us? In
light of all that God has created, why would God care about us as well? For all of our faults and failures,
mistakes and misdeeds. And yet, God, the majestic King of all creation does care deeply about us and
looks on us fondly. Stop and think about that for just a moment. First, God notices you and pays
attention to you. Second, God sees you and cares for you and what is going on in your life. I cannot think
of anything that deserves our praise and wonder more than that simple truth. The God of all power and
creation, who knit the universe together, who owes you absolutely nothing, sees you and cares for you.
So let us praise the God of all wonder and might whose name is majestic in all the earth because of His
great nature and love.

Reflection

1. Have you ever been acknowledged or recognized by someone you admired? What was that like for you?

2. How does it make you feel that God sees and cares for you?

3. How can you acknowledge and recognize what God is doing in your life?


