
Day Two - Psalm 100

 “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his
presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with
praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”

This Psalm, one of the most easily recognized of them all, is a summoning song. Meant to gather the
community of Israel around the united praise of God. What songs do you think gather people together
today? With so many music genres and artists, it is hard to think of any one song gathering every person.
That being said, I have been to enough weddings to know that the Isley Brothers- Shout! will get just about
everyone out of their seat and onto the dance floor.  I have to admit, it certainly gets me excited, and most
everybody knows at least one lyric, “Shout”. It is fun, energetic, and makes just about everyone feel good. 
 Psalm 100 is a song of gladness and joy at the truth that we are the sheep and God is our shepherd.
Because of God’s steadfast love that endures forever, we will always have abundant land in which to graze
and protection from our enemies. In light of this, we sing and worship, and make a joyful noise to the
Lord. 

 There are two things here that I think are really important. First, the Psalmist doesn’t say to sing perfectly
in tune, to only use voices that are professionally trained, or make sure you are in harmony. It says make a
joyful noise. The joy part is important. Joy is not the same as happiness, but rather is something different.
Happiness is fleeting, often brought about by external factors. Joy comes from a true contentedness with
your life, knowing you are loved by God, and have everything you need. The singing we bring in worship
comes from that contented place, where we rest assured of God’s steadfast love. It also says to worship
with gladness. Gladness primarily signifies a deep-seated joy and delight, often associated with God's
presence, blessings, and the fulfillment of His will. It is often the outer expression of the excitement of
being loved by God. Here is where I think about that song “Shout” again. No one just sings that song half-
heartedly. It is always lifted with exuberance and joy. What if we brought that same attitude and
excitement into our worship of God? If we were to sing the hymns not perfectly but joyfully and with great
gladness? I think this is the attitude God is looking for from us. So let us not mumble our way through the
singing of songs for God, but lift our voices in great delight.



Reflection

When you sing in worship, do you belt it out or sing softly? Why?

How does the idea of singing joyfully and with gladness shape your understanding of
worship?


