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Dear St. James Family,
In case you missed the announcement,
Rev. Carness Vaughan will be moving in July.
Bishop Gary Mueller has appointed him to be
the Senior Pastor at Central United Methodist
Church in Fayetteville. If you did not see it last
week, you can read Carness’s letter here (add
hyperlink).
To say that the Staff Parish Relations
Committee is disappointed would be an
understatement. St. James has grown both
spiritually and numerically under Carness’
leadership. We were hoping for a partnership
that would last years, if not decades. We
expressed this disappointment to the Bishop
when we met with him last week. He is aware
of how happy we have been under Carness’
leadership and how heartbroken we are to
see him go. However, we are confident that
God has a plan, and we find ourselves in a
place where we must trust in that plan.
Our committee has already begun the
consultation process with the Bishop and the
District Superintendent to assist in finding our
next Senior Pastor. We will keep you informed
every step of the way. Over the course of our
frank conversations, I have become convinced
that it is their highest priority to find the right
fit for St. James. In the meantime, I want
to encourage you to be patient and use this
time to pray for our church and for its future.
We have a wonderful group of clergy and
staff who are continuing to lead us through a
difficult season. I know you will want to join
me in lifting them up in prayer.
While we are surprised by a change of
leadership and saddened that we will miss
our friends, Carness and Ashley, I challenge
you to claim the peace that will come from
continuing to focus on our mission statement:
“To know Jesus Christ and to make him
known.” I am excited to see what God has in
store for us.
Feel free to reach out to me (tucker.sh@
sbcglobal.net), or Vice-Chair Bob Bloom
(bob.bloom@heifer.org) or Kim Anderson,
our Executive Director of Ministries (kim@
stjameslr.org) if you have questions. Thank
you and God bless.
Sincerely, Shelly Tucker
Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair

A NOTE
FROM CARNESS
Dear St. James Family,
This is one of those letters that every Methodist pastor knows they will have to write, but it
never gets any easier. It was announced last night at the Staff-Parish Relations Committee that
I will be moving in July. After four wonderful years of ministry here, I have been appointed
by Bishop Gary Mueller to serve as the Senior Pastor of Central United Methodist Church in
Fayetteville. As most of you know, pastors in the United Methodist Church work under an
itinerant system. We serve one-year appointments, and for the last four years I have been
appointed each year to St. James. While this was a completely unexpected call from the
Bishop and one I would have preferred to come many, many years down the road, as a United
Methodist pastor I place my trust in the Holy Spirit and the appointment process.
This announcement comes with mixed emotions, as I have absolutely loved being your pastor
and walking alongside you on the journey To Know Jesus Christ and to Make Him Known.
Ashley and I moved here as new empty-nesters, and you embraced us and welcomed us as a
part of the church family from day one. However, I am at the same time trusting that God’s
hand is leading us all through this journey, both in my calling as a pastor and yours as the
church family of St. James. There are a few things I need you to remember as we move forward
in the coming months:
• God is still at work at St. James. There is so much to be thankful for right now in our church,
even in these strange COVID times, and yet I am convinced that the greatest years in St. James’
history are ahead. There is a clear sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence among you, and as we
move toward the completion of our strategic plan, remember that God is calling you to keep
taking steps toward him as you live out the mission and core values of who you are in Christ.
• It’s not time to say goodbye just yet. It is only February, and I will be here until the end of
June. Please make every effort to stay fully engaged in the process of knowing Jesus Christ and
making him known here at St. James. I will be giving 100% of my efforts toward that in the
months to come, and I hope you will join me.
• The Bishop and Cabinet are already hard at work discerning God’s call for the next Senior
Pastor to lead this church. Please pray for them, as well as for our Staff-Parish Relations
Committee as they work alongside the Bishop in this process. You will be hearing more about
this in the days to come.
Thanks again for all you are doing to bring the Kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven.
I consider myself truly blessed to be your pastor, and I know that God will be with us in the
months to come. Remember the Lord’s word to Joshua: “Be strong and courageous! Do not be
afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Together on the Journey,

Rev. Caldwell to move to
new appointment in July
Dear St. James Family,
It was announced to our committee this past week that Rev. Claire
Caldwell has been appointed to serve as the Senior Pastor of First United
Methodist Church in Charleston, Arkansas (outside of Fort Smith) effective
July 1.
Claire has been with us for almost seven years and has been an
ordained elder for eleven. She is excited about the opportunity to
become a Senior Pastor and faithfully lead a congregation, and we share
in that excitement. Selfishly, we will be sad to see her go, but we know
that she has been preparing for this moment for a number of years. We
also know she will do an outstanding job as a Senior Pastor, just as she
has done here as our Senior Associate Pastor. St. James has been blessed
by her joy, her passion for discipleship, her preaching, her leadership
with the UMW and the Fiser-Christie Lectureship Committee, and her
deep love for Jesus Christ which shines through in all she says and does.

First UMC in Charleston is getting a wonderful pastor, and we can’t
wait to see what God is going to do in that community with her at the
helm!
Please be in prayer for Claire, John, Taylor, and Presley as they
make this transition, and continue to be in prayer for our church as
we work with the Bishop and the Cabinet to fill out our pastoral team.
Our committee has met twice since the announcement about Carness
leaving, and that process is progressing well. As I said last week, we will
continue to keep you informed every step of the way. In the meantime,
if you’d like to send a note of congratulations to Claire for this exciting
opportunity, her email address is claire@stjameslr.org.
Sincerely,
Shelly Tucker
Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair

In-person worship reconvened Feb. 21
The Relaunch Team met in the middle of February and made a
recommendation that was approved by the Board of Trustees to
begin back with limited in-person worship and small group activities
beginning Sunday, Feb. 21. We are using the same guidelines that we
were following in the fall before we hit the pause button due to the
surge in cases in Pulaski County. That means: Limited numbers based on
capacity with 36 sq. ft. “bubbles,” advance signups, wearing of masks,
temperature checks, COVID screening questions, social distancing,
and a touch-free worship experience. For worship, we are making one
change from the fall - we’re going to combine our in-person worship
with our livestream worship. That means Contemporary Worship at
9:30 and Traditional Worship at 11:00, whether you’re in-person or
online. Note that we’ve moved the traditional service by 5 minutes to
11:00; this is so that if your Sunday School class is still meeting at 9:30
on Zoom, you have a little extra time when it’s over to come up to the
church for worship. Contemporary in-person worshippers will enter and
exit through Entrance Two, while traditional in-person worshippers will
enter and exit through the Sanctuary doors.
The process will be similar to the fall. For worship, you will need to
register in advance, using the link that goes out in Wednesday’s “This

Week at St. James” email or call Jan Fairman at 217-6700. For small
group activities, your teacher/leader will need to contact Rev. Claire
Caldwell (Claire@stjameslr.org or 217-6710) to work out the details
on times and available meeting locations. Like before, this applies to
adults and youth; we are still working through the logistics involved in
relaunching our children’s ministries. We have begun plans to open up
our nursery for Sunday mornings, and we believe that will be able to
begin in a matter of weeks; more details will be available soon.
Just a reminder, let’s be sure to pour out grace on one another during
this time. You all have done an outstanding job up to this point of loving
one another and being understanding of one another, and hope that
will continue. We’re not going to view those who come to in-person
worship as holier or more committed to the church than those who
don’t. At the same time, we’re not going to view those who continue
connecting with us online as smarter or more responsible than those
who are on campus. We have come a long way on this COVID journey
together, but we’re not quite there yet, so we’ve just got to trust God
and stick together. Join us in praying that one day in the not-so-distant
future we can all be back together on campus again.

Two years ago, St. James made the decision to change the age in which students participated in Confirmation from sixth grade to eighth grade.
Since it has been two years since St. James has had a Confirmation Class, we are super excited that on January 10, the 2021 Confirmation Class
began meeting.
Due to COVID-19, classes are being held via Zoom Video Conference. Our hope is that as we move into the spring, we will be able to meet in
person. This year, all students have an adult mentor who is walking this path of faith exploration with them. In addition, the parents meet once a
month to review the lessons, share ideas, and be of mutual support to one another.
We invite the congregation to be in prayer for the 2021 Confirmation Class.
Here is a list of students and mentors:

Confirmation Students:

Confirmation Mentors:

Ally Ballard		
Gavin Ballard		
John Robert Baxter		
Kat Blackburn			
Madelyn Brown		
Jackson Dennis		
Camryn Gray			
Brendan Harmon
Ethan Harmon
Isabelle Harp			
Emily Harrison			

Christie Ballard
Karensa Bray
Chance Creighton
Marcia Dunbar
Sean Dunbar
Donna Elkey
Chris Johnson
Kathleen Joiner
Denise Luft

Owen Hayden			
Kennedy Jordan		
Abigail Keahey			
Lilly Lewis			
Olivia Martin			
Caleb Short
Reagan Simril
Taylor Stansbery
Wil Tuillis
Margo West
Lindsey Wirges

Melinda Mayo
Leah Phelps
Emma Piercy
Ann Rowell
Melissa Stansbery
Debbie West
Keith West
Vida Williams

Or call the finance office at
217-6713 or drop by the
church, Entrance 1.

Worship with Us....

Sundays
Livestream or In-person: 9:30 Contemporary Service • 11:00 Traditional Service
On the radio: 88.7FM available on the church campus
On our website: www.StJamesLR.org - click on Live Streaming
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/St.JamesUnitedMethodistChurch

321 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, AR 72212 • (501) 217-6700 • www.StJamesLR.org

IN REMEMBRANCE
Evelyn Eubanks Davis
(mother of Gregg Almand; grandmother
of Ashley & Stephanie Almand)

PERIODICALS

Don Vernon Holley
(father of Jim Holley;
grandfather of Lexie & Kevin Holley)
Bill House
(husband of Adrian House,
father of Melinda Robinson,
grandfather of Adrienne Rose,
Joshua, and Jacob Robinson)
Jack Pinckney
(husband of Jane Pinckney)
Dr. Lewis Bracy
(husband of Carolyn Bracy)
Annette Meyer Crawford
(mother of John Crawford)
Richard L. “Dick” Cisne
Jim Faulkner
(husband of Joyce Faulkner,
father of Brianne Bush,
grandfather of Alex and Mackenzie Bush
and Christopher Faulkner)
Jerry Brents
(father of Gloria Ward,
grandfather of Sage Ward)
Glenda Sue Kelly
(mother of Debbie Kelly)
Sarah Elizabeth Conley
(daughter of John Fowler, sister of Mia
Fowler, Katie Johnson and Jack Fowler)
Morris Carlisle
(father of Jerry Carlisle)
Joe Akers
(twin brother of Roe Akers)

BAPTIZED

George Andrew IV &
Charles Benjamin Makris

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
George and Caroline Makris
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