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Rev. Jessica Durand, new
Senior Associate Pastor
Dear St. James Family,
I am pleased to announce that
Bishop Gary Mueller has appointed
Jessica Durand as the Senior Associate
Pastor for St. James effective July
1st. Jessica graduated from Auburn
University and received her Masters
of Divinity from Candler School of
Theology at Emory University. She
has served the majority of her career
in the Southwest District of Arkansas
and most recently at as the campus
minister at the Wesley Foundation
at Henders on University/Ouachita
Baptist University in Arkadelphia.
Rev.
Durand
has
extensive
experience in missions that will be
a true asset for our congregation.
She shared that she is excited about
working with the church to create
vitality and to make disciples of Jesus
Christ by, “offering meaningful worship
services and service opportunities, as
well as discovering the strengths of
the church’s members.” She is the
mother of four children who will have
all graduated from high school by the
time she joins us this summer.
I am excited to get to know Rev.
Durand and see what God has in store
for us in our new partnership with her.
Feel free to reach out to her at (870)
403-2177 or jessicadurand@hotmail.
com to welcome her to St. James.
Sincerely,
Shelly Tucker, Staff Parish Relations
Committee Chair

Rev. Ben Crismon, new Senior Pastor
Dear St. James Family,
I have the pleasure of announcing that Bishop Gary Mueller has appointed Rev. Ben Crismon as the
Senior Pastor here at St. James effective July 1st. Ben grew up in Little Rock and attended Asbury
United Methodist Church. He graduated from Catholic High School for Boys in 2004. He received his
BA in Religious Studies from Centenary College and his Masters of Divinity from Perkins School of
Theology at Southern Methodist University, where he also received specialized training in leadership
from Cox Business School.
Rev. Crismon has most recently served as the Senior Pastor of First United Methodist Church in
Benton, where he developed a new family discipleship ministry. He was also involved in community
service in Benton, developing a partnership called “Saline County Cares.” While in Benton, he led a
fundraising campaign that retired a $1.4 million debt, putting the church in a more sound financial
position than it had been in for decades.
Rev. Crismon and his wife, Mary, have three beautiful children, Sallee (7), Shepherd (5), and
Calder (3). The family enjoys spending time outdoors, enjoying God’s beautiful creation. Rev.
Crismon also enjoys exercise, BBQ, and rooting for the Razorbacks.
Rev. Carness Vaughan served as the Senior Pastor while Rev. Crismon was at Asbury and has been
a mentor for him since his call to ministry. Carness is thrilled that Ben will be at St. James. “Ben is
an outstanding pastor, a gifted preacher, and a mature disciple of Jesus Christ. He has an infectious
personality that will be well-received at St. James, and I can’t wait for everyone to get to know
him.” From Ben’s perspective, he is eager to be joining us in ministry. “I am humbled, honored, and
excited to be appointed as the Senior Pastor at Saint James! My family and I look forward to growing
in Christ and building God’s Kingdom with this amazing congregation.”
I cannot wait for you to get to know Ben, Mary, and their children. Their enthusiasm for life and
love for the Lord are evident from the first moment. I am excited to see what God has in store for
St. James under Rev. Crismon’s leadership. If you would like to reach out to them with a word of
welcome, I have shared their contact info below. I encourage you to keep them in your prayers as
they prepare to make this transition.
Sincerely, Shelly Tucker, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair
Rev. Ben and Mary Crismon, First United Methodist Church
200 N Market Street, Benton, Arkansas 72015
bencrismon@gmail.com

Meet Rev.
Ben Crismon

Rev. Ben Crismon, born and raised in Little Rock, currently serves
as the Senior Pastor of First United Methodist Church, Benton.
Rev. Crismon is the son of Marsha and Bill Crismon. He grew up
attending Asbury United Methodist Church and graduated from
Catholic High School for Boys in 2004. From there, he pursued a
Bachelor of the Arts Degree in Religious Studies from Centenary
College of Louisiana, graduating in 2008. Rev. Crismon then received
his Masters of Divinity degree from Perkins School of Theology at
Southern Methodist University in 2011.
During his time in Seminary, Rev. Crismon served on the staff of
First United Methodist Church of Hurst, TX, under the leadership of,
now Bishop of the North Texas Conference, Rev. Dr. Mike McKee.
Rev. Crismon has been appointed as the Associate Pastor at Cabot
UMC, Pastor of White Hall UMC, and now Senior Pastor of FUMC
of Benton. He is the Chair of the Camping and Outdoor Ministries
Committee, and serves on the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry.
Rev. Crismon has received specializ.ed training in leadership from Cox
School of Business at Southern Methodist University.
Rev. Crismon is married to his best friend and love of his life, Mary.
Mary grew up in Hamburg, Arkansas and is also a lifelong United
Methodist. Mary is a licensed realtor and combines her passion for
helping others, by assisting families as they find their home. They
met at Ozark Mission Project and continue to share a deep passion
for spreading Christ’s love with others and caring for those who are in
need. Together they have three children, Sallee(7), Shepherd(S), and
Calder(3). Rev. Crismon cherishes his family, and the time they spend
together. They love spending time outdoors, enjoying God’s beautiful
creation. Rev. Crismon’s hobbies are mainly spending time with his
family, exercise, BBQ, and rooting for the Razorbacks.
Rev. Crismon has a passion for God’s people and shepherding them
into deeper relationships with Jesus. Rev. Crismon desires for all to know
the power of Jesus to transform their lives, leading to life abundant and
life eternal. He desires strong partnerships and relationships with laity
and strives to equip laity for leadership and discipleship. He believes
deeply in the importance of strong ministries for people of all ages,
including Children, Youth, and Older Adults, and it has brought him
great joy to develop family discipleship ministries. Rev. Crismon finds
joy in working for social justice and missional outreach, and in Benton
he worked with churches, non-profits, businesses, and local governing
agencies to meet the needs of the community through a partnership
he created called “Saline County Cares”. He engages the mission field
in his personal life and leads the church to be connected in mission as
well. Another joyous moment for Rev. Crismon was completely paying
off a $1.4 million debt at FUMC Benton, and leading that congregation
into financial strength and security for future ministry.
Rev. Crismon loves God and God’s people. Rev. Crismon’s passion is
to build God’s Kingdom, share God’s love, and be in relationship with
the congregation.

Join us for Holy Week

Worship returns to limited capacity after one year
On February 21st, we welcomed people back into the Sanctuary to
worship live and in person. The St. James Relaunch Team had presented
an extensive plan on how to begin opening the church back up for
worship and small group gatherings to the Board of Trustees, which then
voted on and approved the plan. That plan requires pre-registration, the
wearing of masks while on campus, social distancing, limited numbers of
worshippers, and a “touch free” worship experience. This means doors
are opened, no paper bulletins handed out, no offering plate passed, no
hymnals available. We are still livestreaming also at both services, 9:30
in the Worship Center and 11:00 in the Sanctuary.
So far, things have gone well. Our in-person attendance has steadily
increased in both the Sanctuary and the Worship Center, while our
livestream attendance has remained strong. Due to no bulletins or
hymnals, we had been temporarily using large TV monitors in the
Sanctuary; we have recently upgraded to projectors and screens which
will allow us to remove those monitors and create again more of
a worship feel in that space. These projectors and screens are a true
blessing that will have great use even beyond COVID, and they were able
to be purchased entirely through private donations instead of budgeted
income. Thank you to all who gave so this could happen! We have made
plans for opening up the nursery by Easter, which will allow another set
of families to feel more confident about returning to worship. We are
also opening the balconies in both worship spaces on Easter to allow
more people the opportunity to come back.
There have been some emotional moments for church members as
they have returned to in-person worship. For most, it is the first time they
have been back on campus in almost a year. The feeling when they begin
singing a hymn in the Sanctuary or praise song in the Worship Center;
the movement of the Holy Spirit as the entire room is praying together
the Lord’s Prayer; the joy of seeing friends and fellow church members,
even if it’s behind masks and socially distanced. These emotions are
real, and we hope that as more people get vaccinated and case numbers
continue to decline, many more St. James members will be able to return Installation of the screens will be completed this week with the painting
and staining of the surrounding woodwork to match the existing
and experience them too.
The Relaunch Team is working on an updated plan that will be colors. The screens will be hidden by the woodwork when not in use.
brought to the Trustees for approval in the coming weeks. This plan will
set the course for the spring and summer, as well as offer additional potential steps for the fall. It is our hope that by September we will be able
to take significant steps forward as it relates to worship and groups, including changes to distancing and mask requirements. Obviously, this will
be determined by where we are as a community by then in terms of COVID cases and vaccinations. Let’s all be praying that the positive trends
continue and that these next steps will be able to become a reality.

Worship with Us....

Sundays
Livestream or In-person: 9:30 Contemporary Service • 11:00 Traditional Service
On the radio: 88.7FM available on the church campus
On our website: www.StJamesLR.org - click on Live Streaming
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/St.JamesUnitedMethodistChurch

321 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock, AR 72212 • (501) 217-6700 • www.StJamesLR.org

IN REMEMBRANCE

PERIODICALS

Joe K. Akers
(brother of Roe Akers)
Evelyn Smith
(sister of Adrian House,
aunt of Melinda Robinson)
Searcy McBurnett
(father of Cheri Rogers,
grandfather of Brooks Rogers,
great-grandfather of Jackson and
William Rogers)
Mary Frances Abrams
(mother of Angela Fijo)
Emma Jean Ashmore
(mother of Randy Ashmore,
grandmother of Roane Ashmore,
great-grandmother of Riley and
Savannah Ashmore)
Susan D’Auteuil
(mother of Millie & Mark D’Auteuil,
grandmother of Carter and Garrett Ebbs)
Mary Hoffman
(mother of Dr. Tom Hoffman,
grandmother of Carson Hoffman)
Dr. Wilbur Giles

BIRTHS
Jane Rivers Bailey
(daughter of Kim & Mike Bailey,
sister of Braden Bailey)
Hayes Thomas Holliman
(son of Sarah and Matthew Holliman)
Christian Michael Moore
(son of Kati and Chris Moore,
brother of Andi Moore,
grandson of Mike & Dotty Moore
and Melinda & Chris Anderson)
Hayden Nicole Harrison
(daughter of Jacquelyn & Brian Harrison,
sister of Holt & Harper Harrison,
grand-daughter of Pricilla & Kim Backus)
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